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On Oct. 10 in Coral Gables, Fla., Costa Rican President Oscar Arias said that the next US president
"must support" the Central American peace plan. "Whoever wins the election," he said, "must
support the plan which is incompatible with military action." Arias stated that the US presidential
election has slowed progress toward peace. As an example, he noted that he is trying to pressure
the Salvadoran rebels to engage in peace talks with the government, but that such talks were
unlikely before November. "Honestly, I believe that this dialogue will not take place before the
election, much less produce results," Arias said. A Central American summit is scheduled for after
the US elections, possibly Nov. 12-15 in El Salvador. On the regional peace accord, Arias said,
"Almost 14 months have gone by and we cannot feel satisfied there has not been the will to fulfill
the agreement. We are running out of time." Arias then emphasized that the plan has accomplished
some of its goals, such as a truce in Nicaragua and dialogue among the antagonists. The Costa
Rican president again rejected calls by the Nicaraguan and Honduran governments to place an
international peacekeeping force in the border area and perhaps elsewhere, to separate feuding
sides. "I do not believe it is necessary to introduce third countries," Arias said. "The greatness of the
agreement is that it is a Central American plan." Arias stopped in Coral Gables on his way to Spain
to receive the Prince de Asturias Award, that nation's highest honor, from King Juan Carlos. He
also announced the creation of the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress. Arias said the
$400,000 he received for the Nobel Prize will be the seed money for the organization. The president's
wife, Margarita Penon de Arias, who will head the foundation, said it was aimed particularly at
the single mothers and children who were victimized by war and poverty in Central America.
The foundation will support research, design projects of benefit to children and families, provide
scholarships and organize international conferences. (Basic data from AP reports, 10/10/88)
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